
This year, AMERIPEN will be working with packaging value chain stakeholders to identify the 
most effective strategies to close this gap and increase domestic supply of PCR resins for 
packaging. Learn more about the data and proposed solutions at www.AMERIPEN.org. 

5 Considerations Inherent to 
Recycled Content Goals … and 
what we can do about them
As more companies are setting voluntary recycled content goals, an 
increasing number of states are seeking to legislate minimum recycled 
content in packaging. AMERIPEN’s study of the voluntary recycling 
commitments of 35 large CPG companies offers insights into design 
and access challenges that stakeholders must contemplate:

Companies primarily have postconsumer 
recycled (PCR) content goals only for   
plastic packaging; they are vaguer on   
other materials. The average is 25%  
PCR content by 2025. 

This flexibility is not enough: Demand 
across all plastic resin types, except 
HDPE, in the U.S. exceeds the domestic 
supply and capacity. For example, PET 
reclamation capacity would, at a  
minimum, need to increase by 50%  
to meet current CPG company commit-
ments for PET packaging. 

Further widening the gap: The U.S. 
does not have enough reproces-
sors that can manufacture recycled 
resins to meet FDA regulations for 
food contact packaging. 

Quality and technical design specifications 
for packaging specifically restrict use, which 
compounds the problem. 

PCR goals are intentionally framed to provide design flexibility 
based upon available resin supply. For example, a company com-
mitted to 15% recycled or renewable content across all plastic 
packaging could use 30% PET postconsumer resin in half of its 
packaging and 0% in the other half—averaging 15%.
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Stakeholder Collaboration Needed
Closing the supply-demand gap for packaging requires 
investments in technology, targeted end-use strategies, 
and boosting consumer recycling rates. 

Source: “U.S. Company Recycled Plastic Content Goals Analysis—Supply & Demand,” prepared by Circular Matters and commissioned by AMERIPEN, March 2021

Informed packaging decisions start here.
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